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John H, Diggs' House c, 1879
Poolesville Vicinity

Private

This small, one story log house with two rooms (one down and
one up ) was fairly representative of the houses built by Black settlers
immediately after nurchase of their land after emancipation. Though
its walls were not covered with weatherboards, its appearance was ziept
attractive by whitewashing the walls inside and out every year.
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Tilghman Lee says that the Diggs' dwelling was a log house
with one room down and one up. The facade contained one door
and a window with double hung sash with 6 x6 panes. Like the
other log and frame houses in Sugarland, this house did not have
weoden shutters like the log houses contemporary to it in southern
Maryland. All houses had glass windows. Its bare log walls were
whitewashed inside and out. It was warmed by a wood stove.
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This house was fairly representative of log houses of slaves
and of the first homes built by Black settlers after they purchased
land. Tike white settlers elsewhere, they built log dwellings,
then added frame rooms to them or completely replaced them with
frame houses, This house remained for many years until it was
demolished, probably in the second quarter of the 20th century.
Though the house was not covered with weatherboards, its appearance
was kept attractive by whitewashing each year, according to Tilghman
Lee,

John Henry Diggs, Jr., was listed in 1900 U.S. census for
Yontgomery County as a servant of Emily D. Allnutt. He was born
in 1835 and was the son of John Henry Diggs, Sr. the owner of this
house, according to Lee, ILee recalls that Diggs, Sr. had another
son named Charles,

llo descendants are known to remain, nor have family photographs
been located.

Deed EBP/ 23/110 shows that John lenry Diggs purchased this
tract from Jane Pleasants in 1879, It consisted of L4, acres,

According to “ilghman Lee, John and lelia Diggs' children were
Arthur, Calip, and John.
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SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925
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